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SUMMARY 
 
February was, thank goodness -not January. A return to some small sense of normalcy is quite 
welcome after the bitter cold and dry of that hopefully soon to be forgotten month. In northern 
Utah, there was near normal snowpack accumulation in the mountains.  February accumulations 
- that amount of snow that fell in February - ranged from 90% of average in the Uintahs to 106% 
of average on the Weber watershed.  Southern Utah was not nearly as fortunate and received 
only 43% to 71% of average February accumulations.  This was not nearly sufficient to bring 
snowpacks back to near normal conditions. What was needed was 140% to 170% of normal 
accumulation.  This leaves us in the current position of having snowpacks that range from 59% 
of average in southwest Utah to 78% of average on the Uintahs. Most areas have between 60% 
and 75% of average snowpacks.  Here are the dismal numbers - how much  snow accumulation 
do we need in March to get to average by April 1: Bear River - 234%, Weber - 230%, Utah Lake 
- 245%, Uintahs - 201%, SE Utah - 303%, Sevier - 250%, SW Utah - 421% and statewide - 
243%.  While those numbers are discouraging enough, we must consider the probability of 
getting between 200% and 400% of normal snow accumulation in March: Bear - 0%, Weber -
0%, Utah Lake - 0%, Uintahs - 3%, SE Utah - 0%, Sevier - 8%, SW Utah - 14% and statewide - 
0%. While it is not likely that we are going to get back to average, given just average March 
accumulation would put the watersheds at: Bear - 77%, Weber - 77%, Utah Lake - 75%, Uintahs 
- 82%, SE Utah - 66%, Sevier - 75%, SW Utah - 75% and statewide - 76% by April 1, a little 
better than they are now. March needs to go big to take the sting out of this season. Soil moisture 
started the annual upswing this past month: Bear - 67%, Weber - 63%, Provo - 50%, Uintah 
Basin - 41%, southeast Utah - 48%, Sevier - 49%, southwest Utah - 45% and statewide - 50% of 
saturation. These values are a little higher than last year. In general, most areas of the state have 
excellent reservoir carryover. General water supply conditions range from below to much above 
average. Streamflow forecasts range from 16% to 86% of average. Surface Water Supply Indices 
range from 21% on the Bear River, to 79% on the west side of the Uintah Basin.  
 
SNOWPACK 
 
March first snowpacks as measured by the NRCS SNOTEL are as follows: Bear - 72%, Weber - 
72%, Provo - 69%, Uintahs - 78%, southeast Utah - 60%, Sevier - 69%, southwest Utah - 59% 
and the statewide figure is 71% of average. Recent storms have brought snowpacks up 5% to 8% 
state wide and have put at least some snow back on south facing aspects and lower elevations. 
Utah needs between 200% and 400% of normal snowpack accumulation in March to reach 
average conditions. The probability of getting this accumulation ranges between 0 and 14% with 
most areas at 0%. 
 
PRECIPITATION 
 
Mountain precipitation during February was near normal in northern Utah (106%-110%) below 
to much below normal across southern Utah (60%-82%).  This brings the seasonal accumulation 
(Oct-Feb) to 88% of average statewide and ranges from 83% on the Bear to 96% over 
southeastern Utah.   
 
RESERVOIRS 
 
Storage in 41 of Utah’s key irrigation reservoirs is at 71% of capacity up 3% from last month. 
This is also an increase of 3% from last year.  Reservoirs across the State have been making 
steady gains in storage. Bear Lake really is the last reservoir to remain in an extremely low 
condition due to the prolonged drought.  



 
STREAMFLOW 
 
Snowmelt streamflows are expected to have a wide range from much below average to near 
average across the state of Utah this year. Forecast streamflows range from 16% on North Creek 
nr Monticello to 86% of average for the Bear River nr State Line. Most flows are forecast to be 
in the 50% to 70% range.  

Statewide Basin Reservoir Storage
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Statewide
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